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Queen Victoria had
been on the throne 26
years, the Civil War in

the United States went into its third
year, Frank Hornby (inventor of
Meccano) was born, the Football
Association was formed and Victoria
Methodist Church opened its doors.

What would have been a
building just right for that

time is again showing its
limitations, despite a number of
changes and additions that have
been made over the years.
Perhaps the most major
shortcoming is the lack of proper
disabled access.

1863

As well as seeing the 150th Anniversary of Victoria
Methodist Church, 2013 should also see the start of major

building works. We want to let all connected with Victoria,
whether as members of the church, or as other users, or those
with an interest in the church to know what is happening and
what will be happening over the coming months. We are
therefore going to be producing a Building Bulletin, of which
this is the first one, to keep you informed. Further editions
should be appearing quarterly, or more frequently, if there is
exciting news to share.
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Victoria: A Methodist Church which seeks to share the
Gospel through encouraging lifelong learning and engaging
with and through media and the creative arts.

We have instructed the architects Stride Treglown, who have
produced the initial designs; following feedback they are now

producing more detailed designs, and consulting engineers will
check the building to see if there will be problems in proceeding
with these designs.

We have been looking at how we can make Victoria a more
useful and accessible building, not just as a church, but for all

its users. By improving its facilities and access we hope that we can
have a building that can not only function better as a church, but, as
importantly, can be a much improved resource for the community
around Victoria. We are also looking to improve and update the
various areas in the building so that they can be better used for a
wider variety of purposes.
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Before considering what changes would be needed to bring the
building into the 21st Century, the church thought and prayed

about its own vision was for this particular part of Bristol. In May
2011 the church adopted the following vision statement:



Victoria Methodist Church
1a Whiteladies Road
Bristol BS8 1NU

http://www.vicmethodistbristol.org.uk/

The purpose of Victoria Methodist Church is to respond to
God's Love in Christ and to live out that love in God's world.

We are now planning fund raising and will also be approaching
grant awarding bodies. We are also seeking the various

planning permissions that are required. This process is complicated
by the fact that Victoria is a listed building, which affects not only
what can be done to the outside of the building, but also parts of the
inside. All this takes time, and we would hope to have "boots on
site" by this time next year.

Watch out for Building Bulletin 2 in January 2013 with more
news and updates.
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