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We have signed detailed
terms with the architects

so that they can move on to the
detailed design stage.

A complete survey of the
church has been carried

out, so we now have accurate
plans for the architects to use as
the project goes into the detailed
planning stage. The cover shows
the drawing of the front of the
church from the plans. The
survey included almost everything  right down to the kitchen sinks!

This is the third issue of the bulletin, designed to keep you up to
date with what is happening on the building project, which we

hope, once completed, will enable Victoria better to fulfil its vision
statement:

Victoria: A Methodist Church which seeks to share the
Gospel through encouraging lifelong learning and engaging
with and through media and the creative arts.

The Current Kitchen

A meeting has taken place with the Methodist Church's Heritage
Officer to discuss the current plans and to gain a better idea of

what might and might not be acceptable by way of changes to the
church, both on the outside and on the inside. Victoria is Grade Two
listed, which places considerable constraints on what can be done.

A particular point of contention is that of the pews. The pews are
uncomfortable, and as they are fixed, the space in the sanctuary lacks

What has been happening? Since the last Building Bulletin in
February progress has been made on a number of fronts.

Planning the Building

Importantly a survey of the drains has also been carried out  it looks
as if the drains on the south (Royal West of England Academy) side
can be used, which should mean that we will not need raised flooring
at the lower ground level as had been previously thought.



The Pews

The plans for the detailed design of the building continue to be
worked on and refined. The design cannot be compartmentalised

— some aspects that might be thought as being possible to defer cannot
be. For example, if the storage area for chairs is downstairs, the lift will
need to be large enough; likewise if there is to be demountable staging,
the lift will need to be able to cope with it.

The aisles are only
about a metre wide

flexibility. For example, it is not possible to have worship in the round,
or to be able to have space at the back of the church for people to be
able to circulate freely.

It is thought that the pews may be original; however it is clear that they
have been modified over the years, for example when heating pipes and
radiators were installed and when the organ was moved. The doors to
the pews have long since gone.

We have prepared a detailed case to demonstrate that the pews are not
of sufficient historical merit to be retained. Arguments have also been
put forward to demonstrate the benefits of not having pews, and also
for removing the communion rails and lecterns, which date back to the
1960s.

Another aspect that may cause difficulties is the very important one
of disabled access. The way that the ground falls away at the front

of the church means that a ramp would need to be placed along the
front of the church, which means that it will have to be sympathetic to
the the architecture of the church.



The purpose of Victoria Methodist Church is to respond to
God's Love in Christ and to live out that love in God's world.

Victoria Methodist Church
1a Whiteladies Road
Bristol BS8 1NU
http://www.vicmethodistbristol.org.uk/ ©

20
13

Building Bulletin 4 should be arriving in the autumn with
more news on the progress of the project.

Funding

The total fundraising currently stands at about £550,000, including
grants from the District and the Circuit. Our initial application for

£200,000 to the Connexion (that is, the Methodist Church at the national
level) was turned down with the suggestion that we had applied too early
in the project, in a year when the funds available for projects were very
limited. However we were encouraged by their appreciation of the overall
merit of the scheme and we have been invited to reapply next year.

We expect to make our first applications for external funding in the
next few weeks, subject to receiving indicative support of our plans

from the Conservation Officer of the Methodist Church. This includes
applications to The Joseph Rank Trust, All Churches Trust, The Garfield
Weston Foundation, The Graham Kirkham Foundation, the John James
Foundation and, in due course, to the Heritage Lottery Fund. These
bodies each have particular emphases and so the applications will be
rather different in nature to our previous applications, concentrating in
particular on the educational, artsrelated and community aspects of the
project rather than worship and mission. However we should remember
that this is a huge part of our vision – to reach people who previously
thought that Victoria had nothing for them – and, as always, we ask for
your prayers as we strive to bring our vision to reality.

And as well as seeking funding from the Methodist Church and outside
bodies, we continue ourselves in raising money through gifts from the

church family and other activities, including recently a garden party on
one of the hottest days of the year. On the August Bank holiday weekend
there will be a sponsored bicycle ride around all the 47 churches of the
Bristol and South Gloucestershire circuit, from Hawkesbury Upton in the
east and Oldbury in the north to Severn Beach and Shirehampton in the
west and Withywood and Hartcliffe in the south, a route of about 115
miles.


